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I.   CALL	  TO	  ORDER	  –	  7:07	  
II.   Recognition	  of	  Senators	  
III.   Guest	  Speaker	  –	  Dr.	  Kent	  Holsinger	  

a.   Dean	  Holsinger	  addressed	  the	  full	  senate.	  He	  began	  by	  stating	  the	  Graduate	  School	  is	  
always	  here	  to	  provide	  help	  in	  anyway	  they	  can.	  	  Graduate	  students	  are	  almost	  ¼	  of	  the	  
student	  population,	  and	  as	  such	  they	  are	  very	  important.	  He	  then	  opened	  the	  floor	  for	  
questions.	  

i.   Tony	  Patelunas	  –	  He	  stated	  there	  was	  talk	  of	  a	  development	  company	  looking	  
into	  Graduate	  Student	  Housing	  and	  asked	  if	  there	  was	  any	  progress.	  Dean	  
Holsinger	  fielded	  the	  question	  to	  Victoria	  Blodgett.	  She	  indicated	  that	  thus	  far	  
nothing	  has	  really	  come	  of	  it.	  Victoria	  indicated	  she	  has	  an	  upcoming	  meeting	  to	  
discuss	  possibly	  opening	  up	  more	  room	  in	  Northwood	  for	  Graduate	  students.	  

ii.   Tom	  Briggs	  –	  Tom	  asked	  Dean	  Holsinger	  to	  explain	  why	  the	  international	  
student	  issue	  has	  happened,	  what	  the	  process	  is	  and	  how	  to	  rectify	  it.	  Dean	  
Holsinger	  wishes	  he	  knew	  but	  has	  spent	  6	  weeks	  trying	  to	  figure	  out	  where	  the	  
communication	  originated	  from.	  It	  is	  still	  unclear	  but	  he	  believes	  he	  has	  
narrowed	  it	  down	  to	  either	  Student	  Labor	  or	  Student	  Affairs.	  Dean	  Holsinger	  
mentioned	  that	  there	  may	  have	  been	  some	  sort	  of	  audit	  but	  it	  is	  unclear.	  

iii.   Ross	  –	  Stated	  that	  last	  year	  there	  was	  language	  of	  an	  audit	  but	  then	  GSS	  
received	  an	  email	  saying	  it	  did	  not	  apply	  because	  we	  are	  volunteers.	  

iv.   Tom	  –	  What	  is	  the	  time	  frame	  for	  rectifying	  this	  problem?	  Dean	  Holsinger	  said	  
that	  he	  doesn’t	  know.	  He	  indicated	  he	  made	  more	  progress	  today.	  He	  gave	  
them	  (he	  did	  not	  say	  who)	  the	  info	  they	  need	  to	  figure	  out	  who	  did	  this.	  He	  
thought	  it	  was	  resolved	  in	  early	  October	  but	  then	  hit	  some	  kind	  of	  road	  block	  
and	  doesn’t	  know	  what	  it	  is.	  

v.   Chriss	  –	  Stated	  they	  reviewed	  SABO	  policies,	  and	  noticed	  in	  they	  outline	  what	  
workers	  are	  and	  the	  definition	  only	  applies	  to	  Ross.	  See	  attached	  policy.	  	  

vi.   Tom	  –	  Victoria	  spoke	  positively	  about	  resolving	  this	  issue.	  It	  sounds	  like	  we	  all	  
need	  to	  be	  in	  the	  same	  room	  at	  the	  same	  time	  to	  get	  everyone	  on	  the	  same	  
page.	  	  

1.   Chriss	  Sneed	  stated	  that	  we	  met	  last	  week.	  	  	  
vii.   Tom	  Briggs	  –	  Indicated	  to	  the	  executive	  committee	  and	  Dean	  Holsinger	  that	  

entities	  as	  powerful	  and	  the	  Graduate	  School	  and	  the	  GSS	  should	  be	  able	  to	  
rectify	  the	  situation.	  	  

viii.   Matthew	  Parent	  –	  The	  Executive	  Committee	  is	  running	  out	  of	  time.	  We	  
appreciate	  the	  complexity	  of	  the	  issue,	  but	  we	  need	  a	  treasurer.	  Our	  terms	  are	  
almost	  half	  over.	  	  Additionally,	  if	  no	  one	  in	  the	  university	  seems	  to	  recognize	  
this	  as	  a	  problem,	  why	  can	  we	  not	  just	  fix	  it.	  

1.   Dean	  Holsinger	  said	  that	  we	  don’t	  know	  how	  to	  fix	  it	  because	  we	  don’t	  
know	  what	  happened	  

ix.   Deepthi	  –	  The	  Graduate	  School	  should	  involve	  the	  exec	  because	  they	  know	  
where	  this	  started.	  This	  is	  really	  frustrating	  because	  she	  was	  voted	  in	  as	  the	  
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treasurer	  and	  it	  is	  hard	  to	  watch	  the	  GSS	  struggle.	  She	  would	  like	  a	  resolution	  by	  
next	  semester.	  	  

x.   Donyeil	  Hoy	  –	  States	  he	  is	  not	  sitting	  back;	  if	  the	  bureaucracy	  is	  not	  working	  we	  
have	  to	  do	  something	  else.	  Dean	  Holsinger	  replied	  that	  activism	  only	  works	  if	  
there	  is	  sympathy	  and	  it	  does	  not	  seem	  like	  there.	  	  

xi.   Guyho	  –	  He	  asked	  about	  the	  possibly	  of	  funding	  for	  travel.	  Dean	  Holsinger	  
explained	  that	  they	  graduate	  school	  does	  not	  have	  the	  money	  to	  fund	  travel	  for	  
its	  students.	  	  

IV.   Approval	  of	  minutes	  
a.   Executive	  meeting	  minutes,	  November	  02,	  2016	  	  -‐	  approved	  by	  voice	  vote.	  
b.   Senate	  Meeting	  Minutes,	  October	  26th,	  2016	  –	  approved	  by	  voice	  vote.	  

V.   Unfinished	  Business	  
a.   Triad	  Trainings	  (Matthew)	  –	  These	  should	  no	  longer	  be	  required,	  but	  we	  are	  trying	  to	  

ensure	  the	  structure	  is	  in	  place	  to	  keep	  the	  change	  in	  future	  years.	  	  
b.   Quarterly	  bills	  (Chriss)	  –	  They	  exist	  and	  have	  not	  been	  paid	  due	  to	  our	  lack	  of	  a	  

treasurer.	  	  
i.   Ross	  also	  indicated	  the	  amounts	  were	  wrong	  on	  a	  recent	  bill	  as	  well	  as	  the	  fact	  

that	  there	  may	  have	  a	  couple	  of	  missing	  pieces	  of	  documentation.	  
c.   At-‐large	  senators	  (Matthew)	  –	  We	  still	  have	  openings	  for	  at-‐large	  senators.	  Gyuho	  Song	  

is	  interested	  in	  filling	  one	  position.	  We	  are	  now	  in	  the	  process	  of	  getting	  signatures.	  
VI.   Executive	  Committee	  Reports	  

a.   President	  –	  Chriss	  Sneed	  
i.   ISSS	  International	  Student	  Leadership	  Updates	  (Chriss)	  

1.   Chriss	  is	  personally	  uncomfortable	  with	  the	  possibility	  with	  the	  
possibility	  of	  exclusion	  of	  international	  students.	  They	  will	  reconsider	  
GSS	  service	  if	  that	  is	  the	  decision.	  

ii.   University	  Senate	  Report	  –	  The	  meeting	  was	  Monday.	  The	  meting	  was	  lively,	  
including	  discussions	  of	  money	  and	  the	  budget.	  The	  Athletics	  Director	  gave	  a	  
report	  with	  expenditures	  for	  athletics.	  Gross	  Income	  for	  athletics	  was	  $80.2	  
million	  and	  gross	  expenditures	  was	  $80.2	  million.	  The	  faculty	  is	  concerned	  about	  
the	  expense,	  as	  well	  as	  that	  for	  fringe	  benefits.	  	  

1.   Matthew	  stated	  that	  athletics	  used	  to	  subsidized	  by	  $5	  million	  and	  is	  
now	  $30	  million.	  

iii.   Impending	  provost	  search	  –	  Mun	  Choi	  is	  moving	  to	  the	  University	  of	  Missouri	  
system.	  he	  is	  active	  here	  until	  February	  1.	  The	  new	  provost	  will	  start	  March	  1,	  
with	  an	  interim	  in	  between.	  	  

iv.   November	  11th	  University	  Senate	  Meeting	  –	  Chriss	  will	  be	  attending	  this	  event.	  
v.   Moving	  office	  furniture	  –	  We	  will	  be	  moving	  furniture	  in	  the	  GSS	  office	  on	  Friday	  

at	  11:00a.m.	  Please	  come	  help	  us.	  
b.   Vice	  President	  –	  Matt	  Parent	  

i.   SEC	  Committee	  Chair	  Report	  –	  The	  committee	  is	  considering	  adding	  days	  off	  in	  
October	  as	  a	  fall	  break,	  but	  wants	  to	  collect	  more	  data,	  possibly	  taking	  years.	  	  
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ii.   Internal	  committee	  reports	  –	  We	  will	  soon	  start	  having	  internal	  committee	  
meetings.	  When	  we	  do,	  be	  sure	  to	  submit	  reports.	  	  

c.   Treasurer	  –	  Covered	  by	  Chriss	  	  
i.   Financial	  procedures	  for	  GSOs	  –	  See	  attached	  packet.	  	  

d.   Parliamentarian	  –	  Donyeil	  Hoy	  
i.   Attendance	  policy	  reminder	  (Don)	  –	  Don	  has	  sent	  emails	  to	  organizations	  in	  

danger	  of	  being	  out	  of	  compliance.	  
ii.   Next	  semester	  we	  will	  only	  have	  4	  meetings	  instead	  of	  5.	  Therefore,	  you	  may	  

only	  miss	  one	  as	  a	  tier	  II,	  two	  if	  your	  with	  a	  department.	  
VII.   Communications	  Director	  

i.   	  Public	  Relations	  Committee	  –	  We	  are	  still	  looking	  for	  participants.	  	  
ii.   GSS	  email	  –	  These	  will	  be	  one	  the	  website	  this	  week.	  
iii.   Transportation	  and	  parking	  research	  efforts	  –	  these	  are	  going	  well,	  and	  the	  

research	  team	  from	  the	  working	  group	  should	  be	  ready	  to	  go	  live	  with	  a	  
complaint	  for	  in	  a	  week	  or	  so.	  

VIII.   Activities	  Director	  –	  Bahareh	  Deljoo	  
a.   Halloween	  update	  –	  The	  event	  didn’t	  happen	  this	  year	  but	  we	  still	  have	  the	  money	  and	  

we	  are	  trying	  to	  plan	  an	  event	  to	  replace	  this	  event.	  
b.   Thanksgiving	  Update	  –	  Everything	  is	  set,	  and	  an	  email	  forthcoming.	  The	  event	  is	  set	  for	  

600	  people,	  same	  as	  last	  year.	  There	  will	  be	  two	  time	  slots	  to	  accommodate	  the	  large	  
number	  of	  participants	  in	  the	  ballroom.	  	  

c.   Grad	  Prom	  –	  February	  24th	  -‐	  The	  room	  is	  reserved.	  Bahar	  is	  talking	  with	  Djs	  for	  the	  best	  
deal.	  If	  you	  have	  suggestions,	  email	  Bahar;	  	  

d.   The	  DJ	  has	  a	  couple	  of	  suggestions	  for	  a	  theme	  but	  Bahar	  will	  ask	  people	  to	  vote	  on	  the	  
most	  popular	  ideas.	  please	  send	  emails	  with	  suggestions.	  	  

IX.   New	  Business	  
a.   GSS	  Loan	  Form	  language	  changes	  (Don)	  –	  We	  are	  working	  on	  feasibility	  with	  the	  Bursar.	  

We	  were	  supposed	  to	  vote	  this	  week	  on	  the	  language	  change	  but	  we	  want	  to	  table	  so	  
we	  can	  establish	  feasibility	  

b.   Special	  allocations	  request	  –	  ICOU	  (Don)	  –	  see	  attached	  request	  –	  approved	  by	  voice	  
vote	  

i.   Tony	  concerned	  about	  it	  being	  so	  far	  away	  	  
ii.   Monique	  was	  concerned	  about	  the	  organization	  offering	  rides	  to	  people,	  as	  this	  

could	  be	  a	  liability.	  	  
c.   Pay	  for	  president	  and	  treasurer	  (Matthew)	  	  -‐	  Approved	  by	  voice	  vote	  

X.   Other	  Business	  
a.   Budget	  review:	  Workers’	  Compensation	  line	  item	  (Chriss)	  –	  Chriss	  stated	  there	  is	  a	  

workers’	  compensation	  line	  item	  aside	  from	  the	  one	  for	  Ross,	  and	  we	  aren’t	  sure	  what	  it	  
is.	  Tony	  was	  also	  unsure.	  We	  decided	  to:	  

i.   Look	  at	  past	  budgets	  
ii.   Contact	  Greg.	  
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b.   GSO	  budget	  targets	  (Chriss)	  –	  Everyone	  should	  keep	  an	  eye	  on	  their	  budgets,	  making	  
sure	  they	  are	  on	  target.	  	  

XI.   Issues	  Forum	  
a.   Tom	  Briggs–	  he	  is	  the	  Graduate	  representative	  on	  the	  external	  committee	  for	  student	  

welfare.	  The	  meeting	  is	  tomorrow.	  If	  people	  have	  concerns,	  share	  them	  now	  or	  send	  
Tom	  an	  email.	  

b.   Tom	  Briggs–	  He	  attended	  the	  TSA	  and	  Diwali	  events	  and	  both	  were	  fantastic.	  
c.   Don	  –	  the	  GSCA	  voting	  event	  was	  also	  great.	  	  
d.   Sometimes	  there	  are	  issues	  with	  special	  allocations	  and	  because	  the	  events	  are	  so	  close.	  

One	  she	  isn’t	  comfortable	  saying	  no	  when	  the	  events	  are	  so	  close.	  How	  can	  we	  change	  
that?	  

i.   Ross	  said	  that	  sounds	  like	  a	  good	  job	  for	  the	  finance	  committee	  to	  make	  
guidelines.	  

ii.   Don	  –	  Additionally,	  everyone	  should	  also	  look	  at	  the	  budget	  so	  they	  know	  what	  
is	  going	  on.	  

XII.   Adjournment	  –	  9:07	  
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