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Graduate Student Senate

         
     University of Connecticut

Graduate Student Senate Minutes
19 October 2011
I. Call to Order at 7:03pm.  A regular meeting of the Graduate Student Senate with Chantelle Messier presiding; Maureen Harris, secretary.
II. Recognition of Senators
III. Approval of Minutes – 5 October 2011
IV. Executive Committee Reports 
a. President – Rich Colon
i. Executive Committee
ii. External Committees
1. Only one remains to be filled
2. GSS website will soon include contact information for external committee representatives
iii. Metanoia
1. There will be a metanoia next semester
2. Idea sparked by Spring Weekend discussions
3. There will be one undergrad and one grad student on the committee
4. Steven Williamson has volunteered to serve
iv. Grad School Website
1. Find out what constituencies need in the grad school website
v. Listing of Graduate Assistantships
1. All deans have been emailed and asked for assistance
vi. Non-academic constituencies
1. GSS supposed to represent all grad students, and some concerns transcend academic departments
2. Has emailed International Center and Rainbow Center to get them each a senatorial seat
vii. Basketball
1. Office of Student Affairs has offered 20 tickets to women’s basketball game to GSS people
2. Game is Sunday Nov. 13 at 2pm
3. OSA needs to have list by Nov. 3
b. Vice President – Chantelle Messier

i. Student Life Committee
ii. Graduate Student Life Survey

1. Research waiver has been granted

2. Wording has been finalized

3. Next step is to clear with Student Affairs the use of their survey account

c. Treasurer – Bill Waite

i. Finance Committee

1. One opening remains in the Finance Committee, so elections will continue

ii. Budget Information Meeting: Oct. 20, 6pm-8pm in SU 321
1. See included worksheet on reimbursements

d. Secretary – Maureen Harris
i. Public Relations Committee

ii. Dates of GSS meetings this semester: Nov 2, Nov 30

iii. Email address for GSS: gssuconn@gmail.com
iv. Attendance
e. Parliamentarian – Steve Mollmann

i. Procedures Committee
ii. Constituency Registration Form
iii. Constitution Update

1. Last semester GSS passed constitutional amendment

2. Allows GSS representation only to grads who pay the activity fee

3. Two weeks ago, amendment cleared Board of Trustees

4. Will be working on determining who does and does not pay this fee

5. Then a new reapportionment will have to be done

iv. Robert’s Rules of Order Fun Fact #3
1. Committees – because meetings are long enough as they are

2. Senators can motion to refer something to a standing committee or even create a whole new committee with a purpose

v. State name and constituency when speaking

f. Activities Director – Derek Doran

i. Activities Committee
ii. Social Night at Ted’s: Nov. 1, 6:30pm to 8pm
1. Free food (pizza, wings, salad)

iii. Thanksgiving Dinner: Friday, Nov. 18, 3pm-5pm
1. There are no vegan pies, but apple crisp is vegan
iv. Grad Prom Feb. 17

1. Suggestions are being accepted for themes

V. External Committee Reports
a. University Senate – Chantelle Messier

b. University Senate Executive Committee – Chantelle Messier

c. General Education Oversight Committee – Erin Eighan

d. Parking Advisory Committee – Jason Charrette
i. Safet Berisa – Suggest faculty pay transportation fee as well.

ii. This was brought up, and immediately ruled out of order; not likely because of collective bargaining

e. Academic Materials Fee Committee – Rich Colon

f. Student Fee Advisory Committee – Bill Waite

i. George Moore – Who has the final say on the parking issue?

ii. The Board will vote on it because it is a trustee account

iii. Rich Gray and Barry Feldman have historically passed along SFAC’s recommendations

iv. Gabriel Fernandez – Does the fund come from bonds?

v. Bonded money not used for transportation

vi. Joshua Ping Ang – What is the breakdown for costs for Transportation?
vii. That’s the question that the representatives could not answer

g. Search Committee for Director of Public Safety and Chief of Police – Bill Waite

h. Scholastic Standards Committee – Lucas David-Roesler

i. Jason Charrette – Social sciences have a different definition of rigorous objective than do hard sciences

ii. Review of new courses is by department, so objective evaluation will probably operate similarly

iii. Gabriel Fernandez – Suggestion of a wiki for syllabi or course objectives

VI. Issues Forum
a. Leland Aldridge – This Friday 1pm at Frog Bridge is Occupy Willimantic

b. Joshua Ping Ang – Propose to convert new university fee into part of the tuition
c. Rich Colon – Tuition can be based on number of credits and student status, whereas fees are based on fixed rate; while GSS can resolve however we want to, proposal unlikely to find favor with university administration

d. Steven Williamson – We have no power here beyond proposing an idea

e. Rich Colon – True decision-making power rests with the Board of Trustees, for whom our graduate representative is Adam Scianna

f. Leland Aldridge – An official GSS resolution may have a bit more weight with the Board
g. Bill Waite – Level of futility somewhat mitigated by public nature of this institution
h. Chantelle Messier – Suggest that Josh do some research and draft a resolution for next meeting

i. Steven Williamson – Do we work with the Commuter Student Association?
j. Mark Lowe – There is a commuter student representative on the Parking Advisory Committee

k. Rich Colon – Protocol in case of conflict with advisor: Go to department head because Grad School and Skip Lowe have no authority over individual faculty members, but can intervene with department head.  Complaint of mice in Northwood Apartments is being resolved.
l. Safet Berisa – Motion to extend issues forum

m. Ryan Tomchek – Second motion

n. Safet Berisa – Concern with language in ILL emails about responsibility for loaned books

o. Bill Waite – Once take possession, it becomes your responsibility

p. Steve Mollmann – I think that only obtains in case of books sent home, not to library

q. Joshua Ping Ang – Is our negotiation power limited because we are not a union?

r. Rich Colon – GSS cannot be a union, because it must represent all graduate students, not just those who have jobs in the university

s. Joshua Ping Ang – move to establish committee to research issue of unionizing

t. Gabriel Fernandez – second motion

u. Leland Aldridge – a few years ago, there was an ad-hoc committee for this issue, so look back at the records

v. Steve Mollmann – motion is out of order; ad-hoc committees must come from Exec Committee meetings
VII. Unfinished Business
a. External Committee

i. Growth and Development Committee

1. Only committee still not provided with a graduate representative

VIII. New Business
a. Finance Committee Election

b. GSS 11/12-07: That the Graduate Student Senate allocate $1500 to TARANG for Diwali.
i. Ally Walton – motion

ii. Ryan Tomchek – second motion

iii. Bill Waite – Exec came up with this amount to pay for 100 grads to attend for free, as well as some of the operating budget; last year, about 70% of attendees were grad students, so that’s how numbers were calculated
iv. Bindu Prabhakar – TARANG is a South Asian group from many countries to celebrate very important event.  Last year, event was well attended and was reported in the Daily Campus.  Full dinner of Indian food, with dancing, fashion show, university administrators and professors will be present.  Usually the ISA has an event but this is open to everyone who wants to buy a ticket.
v. Austin Johnson – What is our special allocation budget?

vi. Bill Waite – The budget is $5000, but GSS can expand that amount

vii. Gabriel Fernandez – Didn’t have 

viii. Jason Charrette – Motion to amend GSS 11/12-07 to be $2000.

ix. Stephanie Kimball – second motion

x. Jason Charrette – If $2000 was the number that is 70% of the total amount requested, seems appropriate to pay percentage for grad attendees
xi. Safet Berisa – would this make it free for all grad students?

xii. Bindu Prabhakar – Tickets will be given away and sold in Student Union first-come, first-serve.  Event is Fri, Oct. 28.

xiii. Steven Williamson – Do we fund social events like this?

xiv. Bill Waite – Parties were not budgeted last year, but this is interdepartmental, etc.

xv. Lucas David-Roesler – Have grads come to this before?  Did they pay?

xvi. Bindu Prabhakar – They have had to pay $10 the past two years, but the first 100 can come for free this year; any more will have to pay.

xvii. Eric Njuki – If we give them an extra $500, can they raise the number of free tickets to 150?

xviii. Leland Aldridge – I think the 100 free tickets was in line with the original request.  Is the $2000 financially responsible?

xix. Bill Waite – Anything more than $2000 certainly would not be.

xx. Gabriel Fernandez – Because it’s such a big undertaking, GSS should reserve location and sell tickets

xxi. Bill Waite – Event is happening too soon for any of that; selling tickets is a nightmare for GSS
xxii. Leland Aldridge – move to extend meeting

xxiii. Safet Berisa – second motion

xxiv. Ally Walton – motion to end debate and vote on raising amount

xxv. Stephanie Kimball – second motion

xxvi. Motion has been amended as follows: GSS 11/12-07: That the Graduate Student Senate allocate $2000 to TARANG for Diwali.
xxvii. Steve Mollmann – GSS does not take over events run by other organizations; we just fund them

xxviii. Steven Williamson – move the previous question

xxix. Austin Johnson – second

xxx. GSS 11/12-07 passes as amended
c. GSS 11/12-08: That the Graduate Student Senate allocate $465 to Physics for the STEM Halloween Party.
i. Leland Aldridge – motion

ii. Stephanie Kimball – second motion

iii. Bill Waite – this has been funded for time immemorial, but was cut from budget in the spring as a holiday party

iv. Leland Aldridge – Physics has spearheaded this event for several years, but it has always been a very interdepartmental group in attendance; another $400 in funding has already been secured from involved departments.  Open to any grad students, but STEM students are primary target and organizers.  Advertising will be through the Grad email list and through fliers.  Event will be on campus in BPB on Oct. 28.
v. GSS 11/12-08 passes

d. GSS 11/12-09: That the Graduate Student Senate allocate $500 to the English Graduate Student Association for the Conference on Teaching of Writing.

i. Erin Eighan – motion
ii. Steven Williamson – second motion

iii. Steve Mollmann – Seventh annual event that brings in people from outside English Department and university.  Event budget is $3000, so this extra amount is to enable Freshmen English to bring in a speaker and lodge him/her in a hotel.
iv. Jason Charrette – I thought we couldn’t pay honoraria

v. Bill Waite – The issue is we cannot pay honoraria to people already paid by state of Connecticut, but we are to encourage groups to bring in speakers and pay them
vi. Safet Berisa – I believe lodging and travel weren’t the issue previously

vii. Bill Waite – Lodging and travel should be commensurate to the prestige of a given 

viii. Steve Mollmann – We cannot pay for travel for grad students to go elsewhere because that only benefits those students, but we can pay for someone to come here

ix. GSS 11/12-09 passes

IX. Adjournment at 9:33pm.
Attendance
S = Senator, E = Executive Committee Member, N = Not a Senator

	Name
	Constituency
	Role

	Allison Hale
	Art and Art History
	S

	Ally Walton
	At Large (Art and Art History)
	S

	Austin Johnson
	At Large (Education)
	S

	Betsy Sanz
	Higher Education and Student Affairs
	S

	Bill Ryerson
	Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
	S

	Bill Waite
	Treasurer (Economics)
	E

	Bindu Prabhakar
	TARANG
	N

	Chantelle Messier
	Vice President (English)
	E

	Derek Doran
	Activities Director (Computer Science and Engineering)
	E

	Emily Kish
	Molecular and Cell Biology
	N

	Eric Njuki
	Agriculture and Resource Economics
	S

	Erin Eighan
	English
	S

	George Moore
	English
	S

	Ian Yue
	At Large (Agriculture and Resource Economics)
	S

	Jackie Meier
	Anthropology
	S

	Jacob Warner
	History
	S

	Jason Charrette
	Political Science
	S

	Joshua Ping Ang
	Economics
	S

	Joshua Wilson
	Education
	S

	Kamryn Warren
	Sociology
	S

	Karolina Fucikova
	Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
	S

	Lara Oehlert
	Literatures, Cultures, & Languages
	S

	Leland Aldridge
	Physics
	S

	Lucas David-Roesler
	Mathematics
	S

	Maitreyee Jain
	TARANG
	N

	Mark Lowe
	Philosophy
	S

	Maureen Harris
	Secretary (History)
	E

	Michael Ambroselli
	Physics
	S

	Ranjith Ramanathan
	Animal Science
	S

	Rich Colon
	President (Anthropology)
	E

	Ryan Tomchek
	Mathematics
	S

	Safet Berisa
	Linguistics
	S

	Sahil R. Vora
	TARANG
	N

	Satyesh Yadav
	TARANG
	N

	Sharadrao Patil
	Molecular and Cell Biology
	N

	Stephanie Kimball
	Mathematics
	S

	Steve Mollmann
	Parliamentarian (English)
	E

	Steven Williamson
	Political Science
	S


University Senate Meeting, 10/10/11 (senators in attendance: Chantelle Messier)

President Herbst's Report
· Jackson Labs moving research facility to the Health Center where they will collaborate with our faculty on genetic research. This falls under the state-funded Bioscience Connecticut project. The president feels it will be a step forward in UConn research, economic development, and branding.

· Called for lowering student/faculty ratio as our foremost goal.

· Campus Beautification Committee has been formed.

· Branding Committee has been formed. It will build our relationship with media outlets.

Provost Nicholls' Report announced upcoming reorganization of Provost's Office

· Increasing delegation of responsibilities to individual departments is already happening and will continue.

· Staff changes:

1.        Vice Provost for Academic Affairs will remain (responsible for undergrad, grad, faculty)

2.        NEW Vice Provost for Engagement and International Affairs position (responsible for global programs, Study Abroad, regional campuses)

3.        NEW Chief of Staff position

Capital Projects Planning and Advisory Committee
Speakers from the committee summarized their recent, current, and planned activities. This is a huge and detailed list, so I won't give it at the meeting, but I do have notes on it. Anyone who's interested can ask me for more info.

Vice Presidential Office Report 
The FY 2012 Budget was approved in September. UConn will be losing $25 million in state revenue. Last year there was also a big drop in investment income. The budget also anticipates overspending in financial aid and research. How do we plan to handle these circumstances?

· Budget reductions on non-personnel expenditures

· Restricted hiring

· Cuts in capital equipment purchasing

· Working to make more parts of the university self-supporting (i.e., the Athletics department supporting itself with ticket sales, etc.)

Detailed information on the budget and revenues is available online. Overall, the spokeswoman predicted that the university's finances have reached a point where they are unlikely to get worse and will probably get better. She anticipates that 2013 will be a "getting back on our feet" year for UConn.
General Education Oversight Committee

meeting minutes from 10/07/11

Graduate Representative: Erin Eighan

I. PeopleSoft Research for General Education Requirements

At the request of the University Senate, the GEOC will be conducting research on the current status of general education (Gen Ed) at the University of Connecticut.  The GEOC is requesting that the Office of Institutional Research (OIR) collect data from People Soft about: 1) enrollment (and over-enrollment) in Gen Ed courses at UConn specifically, 2) transfer credits from other institutions that fulfill Gen Ed requirements, and 3) any correlation between student academic performance and transfer credit for Gen Ed requirements.  The GEOC implied that UConn’s current policy regarding transfer credits is quite generous, and only anecdotal evidence has floated around academic departments about whether or not the intellectual goals of Gen Ed are sufficiently achieved from other institutions (i.e. other American universities, Foreign Study credits, community colleges, Connecticut high school programs [ECE], AP credits, etc.).  Though the goals behind such an endeavor are yet to be fully articulated, the proposed research could offer valuable insight into Gen Ed at UConn including what the demands are on current faculty and whether or not transfer credits should be accepted at such a high rate, which could put pressure on the Administration to hire more faculty to accommodate the high demand of Gen Ed courses. 

Call for graduate student assistance: Murphy Sewall, GEOC chair, would welcome help from graduate students in amassing and analyzing the data from PeopleSoft for this project.  The Office of Institutional Research may not be fully equipped to complete the analysis in a timely manner; Suresh Nair, GEOC Computer Technology representative, intimated that there was only one person in OIR that handles all PeopleSoft requests and this person is already inundated and overwhelmed with other requests.  Graduate students may want to use this as an independent research opportunity in their field.  There is potential for compensation from the GEOC budget, as well.  Any graduate students familiar with database research and coding are invited to contact Murphy Sewall (murphy.sewall@uconn.edu).  Senators of relevant departments (including but not limited to Computer Science and Engineering, Education, Business, etc), please forward this message on to your constituency.
II. Gen Ed Winter Intersession Online Courses

The Content Area 2 (CA2) subcommittee (Social Sciences) did not recommend approval of a Winter Intersession online course because it could not deliver the same rigorous course GEOC guidelines require in the abbreviated time period. The report stated, “There are serious reservations within the subcommittee regarding whether the hyper-compressed Winter Intersession format will allow sufficient academic rigor, as compared to a traditional in-class offerings [sic] that run a half-day M-F.  There are concerns about whether the virtual full-time response requirements can be thoroughly explicated within a reasonable turnaround period.”  The GEOC agreed and the course’s proposal was not approved.  The GEOC has not developed policies regarding oversight of online courses, though this proposal has initiated discussions.  The GEOC will look more closely at the feasibility of Winter Intersession online courses more generally.  

Parking Advisory Committee (October 6, 2011)
Due to Mark Lowe’s teaching schedule, he was unable to attend the meeting.  Jason Charrette, Political Science, attended as proxy upon appointment by GSS.
New Items

The university may purchase Farmer Brown’s parking (formerly X Lot).  The university is in negotiations with the bank. 

Transportation will install GPS locators on buses, rendering them trackable in real-time on handheld and PC devices.
South Campus Parking (B Lot and S Lot)

The committee unanimously approved the assignment of 7 to 8 GA/TA spaces in S Lot to alleviate parking problems in B Lot.

Student Parking Fees

The committee approved, 6-3, the proposal to equalize student parking fees with Area 2 staff parking fees and to raise these prices over the next five fiscal years to comply with the university mandate that Parking and Transportation become self-supporting departments.  This is a recommendation that the Student Fee Committee adopt the proposal at its October 14 meeting.

Bill Wendt, director of Transportation, Logistics and Parking, characterized the increase as a matter of “fairness” and “equity” – that UConn must stop subsidizing student parking, and that in tough economic times, with a $2.5 million shortfall, it is only fair that students share the same burden as faculty and staff.

Jason countered that the proposal was regressive.  It takes $300,000 in its first year (51% increase in the first year) from those who can least afford it.  While UConn parking fees are low compared with peer institutions, overall graduate fees are high compared to similar schools.  Mr. Wendt responded that the proposal is fair, because faculty/staff do not have an income increase scheduled for the next two years.  Jason pointed out that GA/TA salaries went down overall this year, and will not be raised in the near-term

The AAU representative suggested that Mr. Wendt was walking into a “political buzzsaw” and that his logic would not hold up. The representative suggested that faculty and staff raise their own rates proportionately. This suggestion was eventually dismissed due to collective bargaining issues.  The representative moved to officially consider his proposal, but the chairwoman declared it out of order. 

Jason went on record suggesting that Parking Services was raising student fees because the student population is vulnerable, being without effective bargaining capabilities. He rejected the claim of fairness when the proposal was presented as a fait accompli with no proportionate increase among faculty or staff.

The reassignment of student lots into different “zones” is not finalized.  There will be ongoing discussion of this.

Search Committee for the Director of Public Safety/Chief of Police

Graduate Representative: Bill Waite

On Wednesday (10/12/11) the Search Committee for the Director of Public Safety/Chief of Police position held a conference call from 8:00-10:00 to discuss the current candidates, and select those individuals who we would like to invite for a phone interview.  Ultimately, the Committee decided to invite approximately half a dozen candidates for the first round of phone interviews, which are scheduled for various times Tuesday (10/18) through Thursday (10/20).
Scholastic Standards Committee – October 19, 2011

Lucas David-Roesler

1. Suggestion: adopt both the Sloan-C and the Quality Matters standards, the first for institutional policy and the second for course development.

a. There might be a lot of objections to require a statement on a course’s learning objectives because it can be a lot of hard work to do correctly.

b. If we adopt these standards for online course, there is overlap with offline classes and should be used for offline courses as well.

i. Currently there are no formal standards for offline classes. 

ii. If we do this, then I think that graduate students will need more institutional support when the first begin teaching. 

c. The committee will pursue parallel paths:

i. Offline syllabus standards and,

ii. online standards.

iii. The Senate will most likely need to vote on this.

d. A new (small) sub-committee was formed to write up specific standards based on the Sloan-C and Quality Matters standards.

2. Future business:

a. Currently there is no advising for students signing up for continuing studies course, all they need is a credit card.  There is no check for pre-reqs etc.

b. Academic integrity policy.
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